Allan A. Anderson, MD to Lead the
American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry

In March, Allan A. Anderson, MD, the Medical Director for the Samuel and Alexia Bratton Memory Clinic at the Gardens of William Hill Manor became president of the American Association for Geriatric Psychiatry (AAGP).  Dr. Anderson succeeded Jeffrey M. Lyness, MD, as president of the 1700-member organization at the conclusion of the AAGP’s 24th annual scientific meeting, which was held March 18-21 in San Antonio, Texas.
Under Dr. Anderson’s leadership, the association will continue to focus on efforts in advocating for increased research funding, incentives for physicians to choose a career in geriatric mental health, and fair and reasonable reimbursement for clinical care.  As president, Dr. Anderson will focus on growing the association’s membership, bringing in additional psychiatrists who practice geriatric psychiatry and non-psychiatric clinicians and researchers in the arena of geriatric mental health.  “By bringing together a broader base of clinicians, educators and researchers in geriatric mental health, the association will have a stronger voice as we push for legislative and policy changes that will guarantee better care for older adults,” Anderson explained.

In addition to directing the memory clinic, Dr. Anderson is the assistant medical director for the William Hill Manor Retirement Community, which is owned by Episcopal Ministries to the Aging, Inc. (EMA) and associated with the Copper Ridge Institute and the Department of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.  Dr. Anderson holds the title of Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins.  He is the primary investigator for several clinical trials for dementia patients including trials evaluating medications for the treatment of cognitive deficits of dementia, as well as behavioral aspects of the disease.  

Dr. Anderson, a 25-year member of AAGP, was elected to the office of president-elect in 2010 and had held numerous leadership positions in the association including the office of secretary/treasurer, member of the board of directors, chair of the Public Policy Committee, chair of the AAGP Political Action Committee, chair of the Marketing and Communications Committee, co-chair of the Reimbursement Task Force, and medical editor of the associations newsletter, Geriatric Psychiatry News.
Dr. Anderson has authored several journal articles, a book chapter on the treatment of dementia, and has lectured at local, regional, and national meetings.  He is a distinguished fellow of the American Psychiatric Association.   In addition to being board certified in geriatric psychiatry, he has a subspecialty board certification in forensic and geriatric psychiatry.  He has served as an expert in forensic cases that involve both specialties, such as evaluations of competency in the elderly.  Dr. Anderson has been practicing medicine since 1987.
“Dr. Anderson is a talented leader, geriatric psychiatrist, and is highly skilled and knowledgeable regarding public advocacy for the field of psychiatry.  We’re proud to have him our team at William Hill Manor,” says Donna Taylor, Executive Director.
